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Introduction to Privacy by Design

Privacy by Design (PbD) is a proactive approach that integrates privacy and data
protection safeguards into business processes, systems, and culture from the ground up.
It shifts compliance from reactive fixes to embedded-by-default protections.

Why Privacy by Design Matters in 2025

Rising cyberattacks, stricter privacy laws, and consumer demand for transparency make
PbD a necessity. In 2023, US companies paid over $1.6 billion in privacy penalties.
Organizations that adopt PbD reduce risks, build trust, and ensure compliance.



1. Embed Privacy Into System Design From the Start

Privacy should be part of the design process. Example: A fintech app limits data collection
and embeds MFA at launch.

2. Minimize Personal Data Collection and Retention

Follow data minimization. Collect only necessary data. Example: E-commerce deletes
inactive accounts after 24 months.

3. Use Strong Default Privacy Settings

Opt-in > Opt-out. Accounts should default to private. Avoid pre-checked consent boxes.

4. Ensure Transparency in Data Collection and Use

Provide clear, plain-language privacy policies and cookie banners. Inform users how their
data is used.

5. Enable Users to Access, Correct, or Delete Data

Support data subject rights. Provide dashboards or request forms for updates and
deletions.

6. Secure Data With Encryption, Access Controls, and Audits

Use AES-256 encryption, RBAC for access, and conduct quarterly audits.

7. Conduct Regular Privacy Impact Assessments (PIAS)

Before new product launches, assess risks in data processing and document mitigations.

8. Train Employees on Privacy and Data Protection Obligations

Educate staff to recognize phishing, handle data safely, and escalate security incidents.

9. Align With Applicable Regulations (GDPR, CPRA, NDPA, etc.)
Ensure compliance with GDPR (EU), CPRA (California), CCPA (US), NDPA (Nigeria).

10. Implement Continuous Monitoring and Improvement

Regularly update policies, monitor vendors, and improve privacy controls.



10-Point Checklist Summary Table

Embed Privacy Into Design

Plan from system design stage

Fintech app limits onboarding data

Minimize Data

Collect only necessary info

E-commerce deletes old accounts

Strong Defaults

Private by default, opt-in require

i Disable pre-checked boxes

Transparency Clear policies and notices Cookie banners and layered policies
User Rights Enable access, correction, deletio®elf-service dashboard
Data Security Encrypt, restrict, audit AES-256, RBAC, quarterly audits

Impact Assessments

Run PIAs pre-launch

Risk register with mitigations

Employee Training

Educate staff on risks

Phishing and incident training

Regulation Alignment

Follow GDPR, CPRA, NDPA

Register with NDPC in Nigeria

Continuous Monitoring

Review, update, improve

Annual audits and vendor reviews
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